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New Year 2022

Dear Peace Churelsters and brothers,
A belatedhappy new yeato you all!

This Peace Church News is packed with updates
and photo®n what happened over Advent,
Christmas and New Yedihe Corona restrictions
meant we had to be creative in how we celebrated
togetherbut we still had lots of fun!

Over the last two years we have had to try out

di fferent ideas for how
wedve discovered some ne
appropriate ways, such as Family Fun Days, Open
Church events, smalbgps and online meetings.

T h e r e gaing @n inlthe hext few months. Why
not try out something new this year?!

This newsletter also contains prayers and a
meditation from Pastor Christine as we journey into
the new year.

As we start this new year gneouraged that God
has done great things! Be alert for what God is
doing today! And be expectant as you walk with
God into each tomorrow.

Lots of love,
Kat Wagne(Pastoral Assistajd) February 2022



Newsletter of the English Speaking United Methodist Congregation in Munich

A Journey ofour Souls
A meditation on the Three Wise Men by Pastor ®lanzieieeErb

| would like to invite us in this first newsletter of
2022 to read the wise me
our souls.

We have come a long way from Christmas. Starting
at the manger in a humble stable, we walked
through desert and plains, pausing at the threshold
between the years. We have begun the new year,
and from here we come back one more time to the
manger scene.

In her Christmas meditations, Hildegard of Bingen,
a medieval theologian, invites us to translate the
Epiphany story (when the three kings arrive at the
manger, and mad King Her rn
ki ngd might get all-12)2 he attentioné, Matthew 2:1
intot he soul 6s journey towards new | ife.

Let me try to put this in our everyday 2022 context.
The three kings, says Hildegard, symbolize the well
educated mind, filled with all sorts of worldly | The Journey of the three king® our inner
wisdom, power and knowledge. pilgrimage

Hildegard helps us to see that in our lives we have,
But then a star in the East arises, just where the sunall along, already been travelling with the wise men

awakens, like a guide from lmelydrom another ontheir journey. This is the journey of the heart
world, pulling them on a journey towards their holding fast the hope of Christmas; the journey to
"heart's knowledge." the place where Godds wi

what we considered urgent and important and
Following the promise of this star led the wise men towards the living light, who wants to dwell in us. It
away from all the cherished stars (and values) they isajourng fr om o0deado knowl e

held before, even away from their own stardom wi sdom, when Godds spiri

(their homes andches, their palaces, and their human heart. In our hea&sit Christmas time and

power). This star which went before them led them beyond.

to 0God's graceo6 |ying there as an innocent chi
[l The little child & our birthing hope and

They found divine gifts in this little child, gifts grace

which frighten rulers and threaten their worldly So, who is the new king? A little tender child,

powers. The wise mends Iswnhd for pasefukimnocenceg(a gséhe €arnaab | e

them to see the divine gifts and to follow the star. t heol ogi an Paul Till i ch

When they found the "new king", surprised bythe i nnocencedé) cradled by |

sigh of a new borrthey rejoiced in this new There Iis no doubt in HiIl

wisdom which they had fouri@heir souls child is to be born in each of us, the spark of hope

tasted heavenly things,"says Hildegard. and peace, kindled kemity. This inner child is

not childish, but offers childlike innocence, as when
Overcome by that very moment, the wise men open Jesus calls us to become childlike. Finding your
their heart and offer their innermost riches: they see inner child, as an adult, saves and heals us.
God, they see themsehas] they let God change Recognizing the little child, and God in the child,
them. and the child we are odwsss, brings grace and
hope into the hearts of
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Il ToBethlechemdour heart 6s he 8lessing
The wise mends journey to Bethlehem becomes our

i nner pilgrimage to our Ghdemanwveiodsl, mireewdousty carest c | ear
all excess baggage and ballast, and lets us see who about each and every one of us.

we really are, or who we could be, or who God And so, God says to you:

wants us to be. It is, says Hildegard, here at the ol | ove you.

mangpr in Bethlehem where we find our true self, You are precious.

not as something waiting to be picked up, to be Your being is a gift.

possessed and held fast, but as something that Go in peace. I am with
travels with us and makes our hearts mature on the Amen.

wayé We see who we are, as we journey through

life, through a lg with God who we met in the
baby in the manger, and who lets us find the divine
every day as the most precious purpose of our lives. &

Our journey from Christmas on does not come in
prepacked wisdom bits and pieces, but instead
becomes a constant gath@up, a process, a
walking, and deepening every year amgended by
a star from beyondé

Here is Hildegardds gooc:

We are all Bethlehem.

We are all vessels of the God.

We are all Mary.

We are all the womb able to deliver
the good news intauo time.

We are also the wise men on thedvay
led by stars, finding light,

following the voice of our hearts.

At Christmas and on every day of the year that
began a few weeks ago and holds so much in store
for us, may your journeys and the journeys of your
souls in 2022 be blessed.
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Today, we begin anew.
Today, and every day, God offers us life and hope.

Here, now, foreverd we are forgiven and healed.
Let this year be the year we will live as such people

Thom M Shuman
lona (Wiloose Publications)
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Report & photos: Advent Family Fun Day

The latest Family Fun Day took place on Saturday
11 December. It was a bit cold because weheept
windows opeis per the Corona rulésitwe had

lots of fun'We madédeautiful crafidaked

biscuits, playedith anativity sceneéheard stories
and musicanddecorated the Christmas tree in the
yardo Ki nder punschdé and bi ¢
foretaste of the Christmas celebrations to come.
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The next Family Fun Day will be on Saturday 19
March.



Newsletter of the English Speaking United Methodist Congregation in Munich




